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Small Passenger Vessels



• Responsible for 160+

small passenger 

vessels (Subchapter T)

• Four State Area

• Hulls

• 50 % Fiberglass

• 30 % Aluminum

• 20 % Other 

• 4 on-going new 

construction or major 

projects.

SMALL PASSENGER VESSEL BRANCH



Personnel:

• LT Josh Rose, SPV Branch Chief

• 6 yrs in CG, 4 at Sector Mobile

• Last duty station was CGC DECISIVE

• MSS3 Leroy Mc Millian

• 32 yrs in CG, 18 yrs in M field

• Last duty station: MSO New Orleans

SMALL PASSENGER VESSEL BRANCH



Personnel:

• LTJG Dan Hackett

• 3 yrs in CG, 3 yrs in the M field

•CWO Jim Ward

• 23 yrs in CG, 10 yrs in the M field

SMALL PASSENGER VESSEL BRANCH



How to Prepare For A Coast Guard 

Inspection

Common Deficiencies, Tips and 

General Guidelines



Contact Info

To Schedule An Inspection

Inspections Secretary           251-441-5276 

fax     251-441-5261

MOBINSP@uscg.mil

Questions

Small Passenger Vessel Inspection Branch 

Chief LT Josh Rose 251-441-5305 

Joshua.D.Rose@uscg.mil



Common Ground

Safety First

• Charter Fishing industry wants to protect 

passengers because its good for business.

• Coast Guard wants to protect passengers 

because its our job.

How can we work together?



Get On The Same Page

46 CFR 175-187

Available on the web at: www.gpoaccess.gov

840 booklet. This is our guide/checklist for 

inspections based on the federal regulations. 

Just ask in the future. 

Homeport: 

www.homeport.uscg.mil/mycg/portal/ep/home



Types of Inspections

• Renewals for Certificate of Inspections

– Must be completed once every 5 years

• Hull/Drydocks

– Usually do every 2 years

• Annual Exams

– Due Every Year



Certificate of Inspection

COI is valid for 5 yrs 46 CFR 176.107

Scope: Everything, including man-overboard, fire, 
and abandon ship drills.

• Expiration date is listed in the top right corner of 
Pg.1 of your COI.

– This is a “drop dead date”, you cannot carry 
passengers as a certified vessel after expiration date





COI (cont)

What you can do:

1. Submit application for inspection 30 days prior 
to expiration date as per 46 CFR 176.105

2. Have COI, ships documents, logs, & charts 
available. Be prepared to fill out Chemical 
Testing Program Form 

3. Work with the Coast Guard and we will work 
with you.  Honesty about vessel condition is 
appreciated 



Hull Exams/Drydocks

• Do every two years for vessels that operate in salt 

water as per 46 CFR 176.600.

– This is also a “drop dead” date.

– Date located usually on Pg 2 of COI

• What you can do:

– Have all valves (except ball) open 

– Have underbody cleaned 

– Have bilge clean (including void space forward of 

collision bulkhead).





Annual Exams

• Must be completed 3 months before OR

after COI anniversary date

• It is much like the COI inspection, so 

preparation is the same for owners/operators





Common Deficiencies:

• Batteries in floatlights not approved

• First Aid kit not current

• Lifefloats not properly installed

• Structural issues: Angel hair (caused by poor 

ventilation & lack of maintenance), 

• Leaking engines/oily bilges

• Insufficient/missing machinery guards 

• Navigation pubs not current (esp. Notice to 

Mariners). See handout for help.



Questions??


